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Myanmar is an ethnically diverse nation with 135 distinct ethnic groups officially recognized 

by the Burmese government. These are grouped into eight "major national ethnic races": Kachin, 

Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon, Bamar, Rakhine and Shan. The "major national ethnic races" are grouped 

primarily according to region rather than linguistic or ethnic affiliation, as for example the Shan 

Major National Ethnic Race includes 33 ethnic groups speaking languages in at least four widely 

differing language families [1].  

With the rapid proliferation of information technologies, data-processing, electronic 

transactions and service delivery affecting everyday life in multiple ways, a strong need for new 

identification practices has emerged. In numerous contexts technologically mediated and 

automated economic and social interaction replaces physical and face to face encounters, depriving 

the interacting partners of traditional, trusted ways of establishing to each other who they are. 

Also, the ever higher levels of complexity in society generate a wide variety of problems relating to 

public and private security, bureaucratic and administrative control and surveillance. 

Race identification plays an important role in face-related applications. Experimental 

results are indicated that participants categorized the race of the face and this categorization 

drives the perceptual process. A face image data set is collected from Internet, and divided into a 

training dataset and a test dataset. The dataset is separated into eight race groups, Kachin, Kayah, 

Kayin, Chin, Mon, Bamar, Rakhine and Shan. These face images are contained variations in pose, 

illumination and expression. This system can also be applied to other image based classification 

tasks. We have another plan to use racially ambiguous faces which involve participants of other 

races. 
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